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Lead Consultant 
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Business Address:   40 Southbridge St., Suite 202, Worcester, MA 01608 
  Email:    Dr.G@ftfbc.com  
  Phone:    413-885-1185 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D.   Behavior Analysis, Western New England University, Springfield, MA, 2016 

Dissertation:  Contingencies are necessary for promoting delay tolerance.  
Comprehensive Review: Functional communication training: From efficacy to 
effectiveness 
Advisor: Gregory P. Hanley 

 
M.A. (ds) Applied Disability Studies (ABA Spec.), Brock University, Canada, 2011 

Senior Project:  Effectiveness of behavioural interventions in reducing aggressive 
behaviour in individuals with intellectual disabilities: A meta-analysis of single 
subject intervention studies using the percentage of non-overlapping data points 
Advisor:  Andrew McNamara 

 
B.S. (Hon) Psychology and Biology, Queen’s University, Canada, 2001 
 
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION 
 
Board Certified Behavior Analyst-Doctorate (2016-present) 
Board Certified Behavior Analyst (2012-2016) 
 
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 
 
Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy (2012-2019) 
California Association of Behavior Analysts (2017-2019) 
Association for Behavior Analysis International (2011-2017) 
Connecticut Association of Behavior Analysis (2015) 
Ontario Association for Behavior Analysis (2009-2013) 
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APPOINTMENTS 
 
University of the Pacific 
Assistant Professor of Psychology (2016-2019)  
Courses taught:   

§ PACS 2:  Science and Pseudoscience 
§ Psyc 031: Introduction to Psychology 
§ Psyc 89:  Undergraduate Research Practicum:  

    Assessment and Treatment of Problem Behavior 
§ Psyc 153: Advanced Lab in Behavioral Psychology:  

     Creating Healthy Environments for Children 
§ Psyc 251: Behavioral Treatment 
§ Psyc 258: Behavioral Assessment 
§ Psyc 287: Graduate Internship and Fieldwork 

          IISCA and FCT Evaluation 
§ Psyc 299: Thesis Independent Study 

 
Western New England University  
Adjunct Faculty, Psychology Department (2012-2016)  
Courses taught:   

§ Psyc 101: Introduction to Psychology 
§ Psyc 323: Applied Behavior Analysis 
§ Psyc 311: Child Behavior Management 
§ Psyc 352: Advanced ABA Research: Designing Healthy Environments for Young 

Children 
§ Psyc 440: Independent Study in Applied Research 

 
    
RESEARCH & CLINICAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Child Care Resources, Algoma District, Northern Ontario, Canada (2011-2012) 
Clinical Supervisor,  Provincial Autism Intervention Program          
  

• As a clinical supervisor for the Algoma District in Northern Ontario, I was responsible 
for the overall design, coordination, delivery, and evaluation of the Provincial Intensive 
Behavioural Intervention (IBI) program, a publicly-funded comprehensive and 
individualized program for children with an ASD diagnosis. 

• Responsibilities included: 
o One-on-one training, supervision, and evaluation of the behavioral team’s 

performance 
o Child-specific services including initial eligibility determinations, ongoing 

recommendations for treatment dosage and goals, evaluation of children’s 
progress and determinations for continuation or discharge and transition planning 
into integrated educational classrooms 

o Capacity-building through regional group training and workshop delivery, 
preparation of standardized program manuals including specific behavioral 
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objective protocols, functional assessment and treatment tools, performance 
evaluation and quality-assurance tools, recorded learning modules, and fidelity 
checks.  

 
Behavioral Consultant 

FTF Lead Behavioral Consultant    (March 2020-present) 
The Autism Community Therapist, LLC   (January 2016-2019) 
Building Blocks Behavior Consultants   (2017) 
Spectrum Intervention Group     (2013-2016) 
New Brunswick Department of Education    (2015) 
   & Early Childhood Development 
Princeton Public School      (2015)  
Child & Community Resources     (2013-2015) 

 
Western New England University, Springfield, MA 

Doctoral Fellow       (2012-2016) 
 
Behavioral Consultation Services, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada   

Lead Practitioner       (2009 –2011) 
 
Spectrum Intervention Group, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

Senior Behavioral Technician     (2010 –2011) 
Behavioral Technician      (2008 –2010) 
 

 
HONORS & AWARDS 
 
2015-2016 Western New England University, doctoral fellowship. Full scholarship to attend the 
doctoral program in behavior analysis and $23,500 yearly stipend provided to teach two 
undergraduate courses per semester.  
 
2014-2015 Western New England University, doctoral fellowship. Full scholarship to attend the 
doctoral program in behavior analysis and $23,500 yearly stipend provided to teach two 
undergraduate courses per semester.  
 
2012-2014 Western New England University, doctoral fellowship. Full scholarship to attend the 
doctoral program in behavior analysis and $15,500 yearly stipend provided to teach two 
undergraduate courses per semester.  
 
2014 Connecticut Association for Behavior Analysis, applied research award for the poster 
entitled “Affirming control by multiple reinforcers via progressive treatment analysis.” 
 
 
EDITORIAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis    Guest Reviewer, 2013-present 
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Behavioral Interventions     Guest Reviewer, 2015-present 
Translational Issues in Psychological Science  Guest Reviewer, 2015 
  
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (2021). Functional communication training: 

From efficacy to effectiveness. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 54, 122-143. 
 
Kohn, C., Boliard, M., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (under review). Advance notice for transition-

related problem behavior: Implications for practice and research. Journal of Applied 
Behavior Analysis. Manuscript under review.  

 
LaPointe, S. R., Chase, P. N., Ghaemmaghami, M., & Neault, N. (under review). An evaluation 

of an online hybrid training program: Functional analysis skills. Journal of Applied 
Behavior Analysis. Manuscript under review.  

 
 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., Jessel, J., & Landa, R. (2018). Shaping complex functional 

communication responses. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 51, 502-520. 
doi:10.1002/jaba.468 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (2016). Contingencies promote delay tolerance. 

Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 49, 548-575. doi: 10.1002/jaba.333 
 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., Jin, C. S., & Vanselow, N. R. (2016). Affirming control by 

multiple reinforcers via progressive treatment analysis. Behavioral Interventions, 31, 70-
86. doi: 10.1002/bin.1425 

 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., Ghaemmaghami, M., & Metras, R. (2019). An evaluation of the single-

test interview-informed synthesized contingency analysis. Behavioral Interventions, 34, 
62-78. doi:10.1002/bin.1650 

 
Warner, C., Hanley, G. P., Landa, R. K., Ruppel, K. W., Rajaraman, A., Ghaemmaghami, M., . . 

. Gover, H. (2019). Towards Accurate Inferences of Response Class Membership. 
Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis. doi: 10.1002/jaba.598. 

 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2019). On the standardization of the functional 

analysis. Behavior Analysis in Practice. Manuscript accepted for publication. 
 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2016). Interview-informed synthesized 

contingency analyses: Thirty replications and reanalysis. Journal of Applied Behavior 
Analysis, 49, 576-595. 10.1002/jaba.316 

 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2016). Translational evaluation of transitions. 

Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 49, 359-76. doi: 10.1002/jaba.283 
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CURRENT RESEARCH  
 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (in prep). Efficacy and preference for increasing 

tolerance of delayed reinforcement: Predictable versus unpredictable delay.  
 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Clark, K., MacKelvie, E., Boliard, M., & Hanley, G. (in prep). Preference 

for Predictable Versus Unpredictable Work Conditions. 
 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (in prep). Efficacy and generality of a parent 

training model using behavioral skills training and individualized examples.  
 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Hanratty, L. A., (in prep). A Comparison of contingency-

based progressive delays and multiple schedules within communication-based treatments 
for problem behavior.  

 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (in prep). On the efficiency of different 

functional analysis formats. 
 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (in prep). On the efficiency of and control 

shown by different functional analysis formats: A literature review. 
 
Landa, R. K., Hanley, G. P., Ghaemmaghami, M. G., Slaton, J. D., Hanratty, L. A., Jessel, J. J., 

& Rajaraman, A. (in prep). A review of procedural modifications following 
undifferentiated interview-informed synthesized contingency analyses.  

 
Landa R., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (in prep). An Evaluation of Prompting 

Procedures during Functional Communication Training. 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
 
Ghaemmaghami, M. (2021, October). Contingencies during Tolerance Training with Dr. 

Ghaemmaghami (No. 181). Invited podcast recorded and produced by the ABA Inside 
Track Podcast. https://www.abainsidetrack.com/   

 
Ghaemmaghami, M. (2021, April). FCT’s Pathway to Effective Practice with Mahshid 

Ghaemmaghami.  Invited podcast recorded and produced by the Practitioner Scientist 
Podcast. https://vkc.vumc.org/vkc/podcast-ps/  

 
Ghaemmaghami, M. (2020, October). Beyond FCT: A Tutorial on Avoiding Delay-Induced 

Resurgence of Severe Problem Behavior. Invited tutorial presented at the 23rd Annual 
(Virtual) conference for Tennessee Association for Behavior Analysis (TABA).  
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Ghaemmaghami, M. (2019, February). Functional Communication Training: From Efficacy to 

Effectiveness. Invited tutorial presented at the 37th Annual Western Regional Conference 
on Behavior Analysis (CalABA), Long Beach, CA. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M. (2017, April). Contingencies Promote Delay Tolerance: A Case for 

Unpredictability. Invited tutorial presented at the bi-monthly virtual speaker series for the 
Heartland Association for Behavior Analysis.  

 
WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
Slaton, J. & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2017, November). Following a safer and more efficient 

functional analysis and treatment model. Workshop presented at the 9th International 
Conference of the Association of Behavior Analysis International, Paris, France. 

 
Jessel, J. & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2017, May). Developing an Effective Skill-Based Treatment 

Following a Safe and Efficient Functional Analysis Model. Workshop presented at the 
43nd Annual Convention of the Association of Behavior Analysis International, Denver, 
CO. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M. (2017, March). Following a safer and more efficient functional analysis and 

treatment model. Workshop presented at Building Blocks Behavior Consultants. 
Sacramento, CA. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M. & Jessel, J. (2017, February). Following a safer and more efficient 

functional analysis and treatment model. Workshop presented at the 35th Annual 
Western Regional Conference on Behavior Analysis (CalABA), Anaheim, CA. 

 
Jessel, J. & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2016, May). Following a safer and more efficient functional 

analysis and treatment model. Workshop presented at the 42nd Annual Convention of the 
Association of Behavior Analysis International, Chicago, IL. 

 
SYMPOSIUM PRESENTATIONS 
 
Metras, R., Jessel, J., Hanley, G., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2018, May). A review of trends in 

efficiency and implementation components of published functional analyses (1965-2016). 
Symposium presented at the 44th Annual Convention of the Association of Behavior 
Analysis International, San Diego, CA. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., Jessel, J., Landa R., Ward, S. (2017, November). Efficacy of 

contingency-based delay tolerance training and preference for predictable versus 
unpredictable delays. Symposium presented at the 9th International Conference of the 
Association of Behavior Analysis International, Paris, France. 
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Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (2017, May). Functional communication 

training: Efficacy to effectiveness. Symposium presented at the 43rd Annual Convention 
of the Association of Behavior Analysis International, Denver, CO. 

 
Metras, R., Jessel, J., Hanley, G., Ghaemmaghami, M., & Robison, M. (2017, May). An 

evaluation of the single-test interview-informed synthesized contingency analysis. 
Symposium presented at the 43rd Annual Convention of the Association of Behavior 
Analysis International, Denver, CO. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (2017, February). Efficacy of contingency-based 

delay tolerance training and preference for predictable versus unpredictable delays. 
Symposium presented at the 35th Annual Western Regional Conference on Behavior 
Analysis (CalABA), Anaheim, CA. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., Jessel, J., & Landa R. (2016, October). Shaping complex 

functional communication responses. Symposium presented at the 37th Annual 
Convention of the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, 
MA. 

 
Landa R., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2016, October). An evaluation of prompting 

procedures during functional communication training. Symposium presented at the 37th 
Annual Convention of the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, 
Amherst, MA. 

 
Landa, R., Hanley, G. P., Ghaemmaghami, M., Slaton, S., Hanratty, L., Jessel, J., Rajaraman, A. 

(2016, October). A review of procedural modifications following undifferentiated 
interview-informed synthesized contingency analyses (IISCAs). Symposium presented at 
the 37th Annual Convention of the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and 
Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

 
Warner, C., Hanley, G. P., Ghaemmaghami, M., & Landa, R. (2016, October). An evaluation of 

a progressive extinction to assess response class membership of multiple topographies of 
problem behavior. Symposium presented at the 37th Annual Convention of the Berkshire 
Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Hanratty, L. (2016, May). A comparison of contingency-

based progressive delays and multiple schedules within communication-based treatments 
for problem behavior. Symposium presented at the 42nd Annual Convention of the 
Association of Behavior Analysis International, Chicago, IL. 

 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2016, May). On the efficiency of and control 

shown by different functional analysis formats: A literature review. Symposium 
presented at the 42nd Annual Convention of the Association of Behavior Analysis 
International, Chicago, IL. 

 



M. Ghaemmaghami     8 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Hanratty, L. (2015, October). A comparison of 

contingency-based progressive delays and multiple schedules within communication-
based treatments for problem behavior. Symposium presented at the 36th Annual 
Convention of the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, 
MA. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (2015, May). Efficacy of contingency-based 

delay tolerance training and preference for predictable versus unpredictable delays. 
Symposium presented at the 41st Annual Convention of the Association of Behavior 
Analysis International, San Antonio, TX.  

 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2015, May). Defining and improving the 

efficiency of and control in a functional analysis of problem behavior. Symposium 
presented at the 41st Annual Convention of the Association of Behavior Analysis 
International, San Antonio, TX. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (2014, October). A comparative analysis of 

strategies for teaching delay tolerance. Symposium presented at the 35th Annual 
Convention of the Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, 
MA. 

 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2014, October). The distance travelled between 

points A and B depends on differences in reinforcement: A translational evaluation of 
transitions. Symposium presented at the 35th Annual Convention of the Berkshire 
Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA.  

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (2014, May). A comparative analysis of time-

based versus contingency-based strategies for teaching delay tolerance. Symposium 
presented at the 40th Annual Convention of the Association of Behavior Analysis 
International, Chicago, IL.  

 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2014, May). A translational evaluation of 

problems with transitions. Symposium presented at the 40th Annual Convention of the 
Association of Behavior Analysis International, Chicago, IL. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., Jin, C. S., & Vanselow, N. R. (2013, October). Affirming 

control by multiple reinforcers via progressive treatment analysis. Symposium presented 
at the 34th Annual Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, 
MA.  

 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., Ghaemmaghami, M., Jin, C. S., Vanselow, N. R., & Moore, K. (2013, 

October). Functional analysis in five minutes: Using within-session data to enhance the 
efficiency of synthesized analyses. Symposium presented at the 34th Annual Berkshire 
Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, MA.  

 
POSTER PRESENTATIONS 
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Metras, R., Jessel, J., Hanley, G., Ghaemmaghami, M., & Robison, M. (2017, January). An 

evaluation of the single-test interview-informed synthesized contingency analysis. Poster 
presented at the 32nd Annual Regional Conference on Behavior Analysis, Austin, TX.  

 
Avery, N. R., Nastri, R., Leon, T. D., Ghaemmaghami, G., & Hanley, G. P. (2015, April). 

Teaching tolerance for delayed reinforcement: The effects of a response contingency 
during delay. Poster presented by an undergraduate research assistant at the Western New 
England Undergraduate Researcher Poster Session. 

 
Leon, T. D., Nastri, R., Avery, N. R., Ghaemmaghami, G., & Hanley, G. P. (2015, April). 

Determining the predominant mand form using a mand analysis. Poster presented by an 
undergraduate research assistant at the Western New England Undergraduate Researcher 
Poster Session. 

 
Nastri, R., Leon, T. D., Avery, N. R., Ghaemmaghami, G., & Hanley, G. P. (2015, April). 

Teaching a mand frame using functional communication training plus extinction. Poster 
presented by an undergraduate research assistant at the Western New England 
Undergraduate Researcher Poster Session. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (2015, January). Efficacy and generality of a 

parent training model using behavioral skills training, individualized examples, and 
feedback. Poster presented at the 9th Annual Autism Conference, Las Vegas, NV. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (2015, January). A comparative analysis of 

time-based versus contingency-based strategies for teaching delay tolerance. Poster 
presented at the 9th Annual Autism Conference, Las Vegas, NV. 

 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2015, January). Defining and improving the 

efficiency of a functional analysis of problem behavior. Poster presented at the 9th Annual 
Autism Conference, Las Vegas, NV. 

 
Bryant, M. R., Colato, M. V., Ghaemmaghami, G., Hanratty, L. A., & Hanley, G. P. (2014, 

December). Increasing the practicality of treatment: Contingency based delay versus 
multiple Schedules. Poster presented by an undergraduate research assistant at the 
Western New England Undergraduate Researcher Poster Session. 

 
Colato, M. V., Bryant, M. R., Ghaemmaghami, G., Hanratty, L. A., & Hanley, G. P. (2014, 

December). Comparing the efficacy of contingency based progressive delay and multiple 
Schedules. Poster presented by an undergraduate research assistant at the Western New 
England Undergraduate Researcher Poster Session. 

 
Heer, C., Ghaemmaghami, G., & Hanley, G. P. (2014, December). Efficacy and generality of a 

parent training model using behavioral skills training, individualized examples, and 
feedback. Poster presented by an undergraduate research assistant at the Western New 
England Undergraduate Researcher Poster Session. 
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Leno, T., Nastri, R., Ghaemmaghami, G., & Hanley, G. P. (2014, December). Efficacy of and 

preference for predictable versus unpredictable contingency-based delay. Poster 
presented by an undergraduate research assistant at the Western New England 
Undergraduate Researcher Poster Session. 

 
Nastri, R., Leno, T., Ghaemmaghami, G., & Hanley, G. P. (2014, December). A comparative 

analysis of predictable versus unpredictable delay for increasing tolerance of delayed 
reinforcement. Poster presented by an undergraduate research assistant at the Western 
New England Undergraduate Researcher Poster Session. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (2014, October). Efficacy and preference for 

increasing tolerance of delayed reinforcement: Predictable versus unpredictable delay. 
Poster presented at the 35th Annual Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and 
Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., Jin, C. S., & Vanselow, N. R. (2014, May). Affirming 

control by multiple reinforcers via progressive treatment analysis. Poster presented at the 
40th Annual Association for Behavior Analysis International, Chicago, IL.  

 
McMullen, A., Ghaemmaghami, G., & Hanley, G. P. (2014, April). A comparison of the 

effectiveness of function-based treatments for problem behavior maintained by control 
over the environment. Poster presented by an undergraduate research assistant at the 
Western New England Undergraduate Researcher Poster Session. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., Jin, C. S., & Vanselow, N. R. (2014, March). Affirming 

control by multiple reinforcers via progressive treatment analysis. Poster presented at the 
10th Annual Connecticut Association for Behavior Analysis, New Haven, CT. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, M., Hanley, G. P., & Jessel, J. (2014, March). A comparative analysis of 

strategies for teaching delay tolerance. Poster presented at the 10th Annual Connecticut 
Association for Behavior Analysis, New Haven, CT. 

 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2014, March). Towards an efficient functional 

analysis. Poster presented at the 10th Annual Connecticut Association for Behavior 
Analysis, New Haven, CT.  

 
Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2014, March). The analysis and treatment of 

problem behavior related to transitions from rich to lean reinforcement. Poster presented 
at the 10th Annual Connecticut Association for Behavior Analysis, New Haven, CT.  

 
Trippodo, D. M., Ghaemmaghami, G., & Hanley, G. P. (2013, December). A comparative 

analysis of strategies for teaching delay tolerance. Poster presented by an undergraduate 
research assistant at the Western New England Undergraduate Researcher Poster Session. 
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Jessel, J., Hanley, G. P., & Ghaemmaghami, M. (2013, October). The analysis and treatment of 

problem behavior related to transitions from rich to lean reinforcement. Poster presented 
at the 34th Annual Berkshire Association for Behavior Analysis and Therapy, Amherst, 
MA. 

 
Trippodo, D. M., Ghaemmaghami, G., & Hanley, G. P. (2013, April). Functional Behavior 

Assessment and Treatment of Problem Behavior in a School Setting. Poster presented by 
an undergraduate research assistant at the Western New England Undergraduate 
Researcher Poster Session. 

 
Ghaemmaghami, G. (2011, April). Reinforcement-based interventions paired with a reductive 

component are more effective in decreasing aggression. Poster presented at the Brock 
University Graduate Poster Session. 

 
 


