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Curriculum Vitae 
 

Catherine Jessel (Wiist) 

 

Email: catherine@longislandaba.com  

 

Education: 

 

Master of Science in Behavior Analysis, University of North Texas, Denton, Texas 

Graduated: December 2017, Degree Conferred: May 2018 

Thesis: The Effects of Differential Outcomes on Audio-Visual Conditional 

Discriminations in Children with ASD 

Thesis Advisor: Dr. Manish Vaidya 

 

Bachelor of Science in Psychology, Southwestern Adventist University, Keene, Texas 

Magna Cum Laude with Honors 

Graduated: May 2014 

 

Institut de Français Langue Étrangère, Campus Adventiste du Collonges-sous-Salève, Rhône-

Alpes, France 

Diplôme DELF B2 – Niveau du Cadre Européen Commun de Reference pour les 

Langues 

 Graduated: June 2013 

 

Professional Certification:  

 

Licensed Behavior Analyst: December 2019 – Present  

License No. 001862 

 

Board Certified Behavior Analyst: February 2018 – Present  

Certification No. 1-18-30216 

 

Registered Behavior Technician: January 2017 – January 2018 

Certification No. RBT-17-29706 

 

Employment History: 

 

Associate Consultant 

FTF Behavioral Consulting 

October 2020 – Present  

 

Adjunct Lecturer 

Queens College 

August 2018 – Present  
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Board Certified Behavior Analyst 

Long Island ABA 

February 2018 – Present  

Behavior Technician  

Child Study Center – Autism Services Department          

July 2014 – December 2017 

 

Social Media Assistant & Photographer 

Southwestern Adventist University – Marketing Department  

September 2011 – August 2012 & August 2013 – May 2014 

 

Assistant to the Director of Development 

Southwestern Adventist University – Public Relations & Development    

April 2010 – August 2012 & August 2013 – May 2014 

 

Research Experience: 

 

Strategies and Tactics in Application, Research and Technology (START) 

Supervisor: Dr. Manish Vaidya, University of North Texas 

Position: Graduate Research Assistant 

Conducting a retroactive data analysis examining the correlation between number of preferences 

indicated by preference assessment done upon intake and overall rate of skill acquisition for 

children with ASD. 

 

Pediatric Radiation Oncology with Movie Induced Sedation Effect (PROMISE)  

Supervisor: Dr. Manish Vaidya, University of North Texas (in partnership with UT 

Southwestern) 

Position: Graduate Research Assistant 

Assisting with grant funded research into whether behavioral control techniques might be 

effective in teaching children to remain still during sessions designed to mimic the duration and 

movement requirements of radiotherapy sessions.  

 

Teaching to Teach Play 

Supervisor: Dr. Einar Ingvarsson, University of North Texas/Child Study Center 

Position: Graduate Research Assistant 

Assisting in research and development of programming to instruct behavior technicians to teach 

appropriate play skills to children with autism. 

 

Behavioral Environment and Communities Lab 

Supervisor: Dr. Rick Smith & Dr. Einar Ingvarsson, University of North Texas 

Position: Secretary 

Assisted with research project called “Green-to-go” focused on reducing use of Styrofoam 

takeout containers at local Denton restaurants.  

 

Honors and Awards: 
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2016 – 2017 Graduate fellowship provided under Pediatric Radiation Oncology with Movie 

Induced Sedation Effect (PROMISE) grant. Provides full tuition to attend the master’s program 

in behavior analysis at University of North Texas as well as a $19,700 yearly stipend 

 

2016 University of North Texas, Graduate Grant $2000 

 

2015 University of North Texas, Donald L. Whaley Memorial Scholarship $1000 

 

2014 Southwestern Adventist University, Silver Award. $400 awarded for completing 75+ hours 

of college credit with a GPA of 3.7 to 3.89 

 

2014 Southwestern Adventist University, Dean’s Distinguished List. For GPA of 3.75 – 4.0 on at 

least 24 credits. 

 

2014 Southwestern Adventist University, Honors Scholarship. $2000 awarded for maintaining a 

GPA of at least 3.4 and meeting the standards of enrollment in the honors program senior year 

 

2013 Southwestern Adventist University, Honors Scholarship. $1000 awarded for maintaining a 

GPA of at least 3.4 and meeting the standards of enrollment in the honors program junior year 

 

2013 Southwestern Adventist University, Trustee Award. $6000 awarded for maintaining a GPA 

above 3.25 during consecutive fall and spring semesters 

 

2012 Southwestern Adventist University, Dean’s Distinguished List. For GPA of 3.75 – 4.0 on at 

least 24 credits. 

 

2012 Southwestern Adventist University, Honors Scholarship. $500 awarded for maintaining a 

GPA of at least 3.4 and meeting the standards of enrollment in the honors program sophomore 

year 

 

2011 Southwestern Adventist University, Dean’s List. For GPA of 3.5 – 3.74 on at least 24 

credits.  

 

2011 Southwestern Adventist University, Trustee Award. $6000 awarded for maintaining a GPA 

above 3.25 during consecutive fall and spring semesters 

 

2010 Southwestern Adventist University, Trustee Award. $6000 awarded based on a 

combination of the senior high school cumulative GPA + SAT score 

 

Professional Societies or Associations:  

 

New York State Association for Behavior Analysis: 2017 – present  

Association for Behavior Analysis International: 2015 – present 

Texas Association for Behavior Analysis: 2015 – 2018 

 

Professional Committees:  
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Secretary, UNT Behavioral Environment & Communities Organization, 2015 – 2016 

President, Southwestern Adventist University Education & Psychology Club, 2013 – 2014 

Publications:  

 

Jessel, J., Metras, R., Hanley, G., Jessel, C., & Ingvarsson, E. (2020). Does analysis brevity 

result in loss of control? A consecutive case series of 26 single-session interview-informed 

synthesized contingency analyses. Behavioral Interventions, 35(1) 145-155. 

 

 

Jessel, J., Metras, R., Hanley, G., Jessel, C., & Ingvarsson, E. (2020). Evaluating the boundaries 

of analytic efficiency and control: A consecutive controlled case series of 26 functional analyses. 

Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 53(1), 25-43.  

 

Presentations: 

 

Jessel, C. (2020, August). Preparing Your Child for New School Safety Guidelines. Presented 

virtually for Great Neck Public Schools Special Education Secondary Parent Training. 

 

Jessel, C. & Daly, K. (2019, November). Non-compliance in high school classrooms. Invited 

presentation for Herricks Union Free School District Superintendent’s Conference, New Hyde 

Park, NY.  

 

Wiist, C. & Vaidya, M. (2018, May). The effects of differential outcomes on audio-visual 

conditional discriminations in children with Autism Spectrum Disorder. Presented at the Annual 

Convention of the Association for Behavior Analysis International, San Diego, CA.  

 

Jessel, J., Metras, R., Hanley, G., Wiist, C., & Ingvarsson, E. (2018, May). A re-analysis of 

session duration during full- and single-test interview-informed synthesized contingency 

analyses. Presented at the Annual Convention of the Association for Behavior Analysis 

International, San Diego, CA.  

 

Wiist, C. (2017, November). The effects of differential outcomes on conditional discriminations 

in children with ASD. Presented at University of North Texas, Denton, TX.  

 

Wiist, C. (2017, July). Bedtime problems among children with autism. Presented at Adventures 

in Autism: Intervention and Research Conference, Denton, TX.  

 

Wiist, C. (2017, April). Does range of interests affect rate of skill acquisition? Presented at 

University of North Texas “Flash ABAI”, Denton, TX. 

 

Wiist, C. (2017, April). Autism Awareness: General information, current status, and issues 

facing individuals with ASD, their families and ABA treatment providers. Invited presentation 

for Medusind, Fort Worth, TX.  
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Wiist, C. & McNeely, M. (2016, July). Bedtime problems among children with autism. Presented 

at Adventures in Autism: Intervention and Research Conference, Denton, TX.  

 


